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Region One ESC Revitalizes Teacher Alternative Certification Program 

EDINBURG - After a two-year journey and administrative delays due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Region One Education Service Center (ESC) teacher alternative certification program (ACP) 
has received notification of its accreditation status from the Texas Education Agency (TEA) as an 
approved Texas ACP provider. The Region One ACP is a rigorous alternative educator preparation 
program designed to prepare and certify highly qualified individuals to teach in Texas public 
schools using a blended training model for teacher candidates. Candidates participate in a 
combination of face-to-face and online learning opportunities with experienced instructors.   

With news of its accreditation status, the program is immediately positioning itself to revamp its 
operations by focusing on building capacity among professionals and educators in the region. 

Program Director Linda Rodriguez says that the region’s growth has uniquely benefited its focus 
on recruitment. 

“There is a wealth of opportunity for second-career individuals who want to become teachers 
because of our region’s constant growth,” Rodriguez said. “We are fortunate to be situated in a 
culture that values education and excellence, and it is evident in our program alumni who are 
successfully leading classroom instruction.” 

Additionally, the ACP plans to hit the ground running by fostering relationships with local school 
systems, a benefit exclusive to TEA-accredited programs. 

"Through partnerships with our schools, the Region One ESC ACP has the opportunity to develop 
staff within their own district communities," Rodriguez said. "Teachers, paraprofessionals and 
administrative professionals will have easy access to quality coursework that will develop their 
skills and certify them to teach or acquire principalship in the State of Texas.” 

In the future, the program hopes to offer more certification pathways, such as superintendency 
or counsellorship. 

"Our purpose is to facilitate the certification process and staff schools with classroom-ready 
teachers," Rodriguez said. "As we know, teachers are leaving education because of lack of 
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support. We want to address this issue by providing educators and professionals the guided 
opportunity to grow and learn with the premiere service center in the Texas." 

The Region One ESC ACP currently offers principal certification, 21 core subject certificates, three 
supplemental certificates and six career and technical education certificate areas. Individuals 
interested in pursuing an alternative teacher or principal certification with the Region One ESC 
ACP can visit www.esc1.net/acp or call (956) 984-6036 or 956-984-6104, respectively, to learn 
more about available opportunities and services. 
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